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— The Rossica Society — 
(1929—2009) 

     The Rossica Society 
was born in Igalo, Yugo-
slavia on 14 April 1929.  
The brainchild of 
Eugene Arkhangelsky, a 
prominent aero-
philatelist and philatelic 
author, its early adher-
ents were mostly émigré 
White Russians who fled 
their country after the 
October 1917 coup and 
scattered to the four cor-
ners of the globe.  The 
political, economic and 
military upheavals in the 
1930s and 1940s chased 
Rossica’s center of grav-
ity from Yugoslavia to 
the Baltic States and 
then to Shanghai, where 
the war in the Pacific 
prevented it from distrib-
uting its journal, and 

World War II wiped out much of its membership.   The Society collapsed in 
early 1942 and took a decade to reconstitute itself, this time in the United 
States, where it remains based to this day. 

     The purpose of the society then, as now, was to encourage the apoliti-
cal study of Russian philately, postal history and allied collecting fields such 
as revenues, vignettes, paper seals, scrip and picture postcards.  It does this by 
publishing the award-winning “Rossica Journal of Russian Philately” and a 
number of book-length translations and monographs, participating in exhibi-
tions, and making its library – one of the two largest concentrated holdings of 
Russian and related-areas philatelic literature in the West – available to its 
membership. 

In its European and Chinese incarnations, it was primarily a society for 
Russians interested in philately; today it has become a society for people in-
terested in Russian, Baltic, Byelorussian, Caucasian, Central Asian, Grand 
Duchy of Finland, Mongolian, Polish, Tuvan and Ukrainian philately.  Al-
though knowledge of the Russian language is certainly an advantage in this 
collecting area, it is not a necessity; in fact, a majority of its 300+ members 
today neither read nor speak Russian. 
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— The Rossica Society — 
Benefits of Membership 

∗ The Rossica Journal (available on paper, CD or download).  In publication 
from 1930 to 1941 and again from 1954 to the present, the Journal contains a 
wealth of information on stamps, stationery, postal history, revenues, picture 
postcards and cinderellas.  Published twice per year in the spring and fall (or 
once in a double issue), it has won numerous high-level awards at interna-
tional and national philatelic literature competitions.  For information or to 
submit articles, please contact the Editor, Jeff Radcliffe at 
jeff.radcliffe@rossica.org. 

∗ The Rossica Bulletin (available on paper, CD or by download).  For members 
only, this Society newspaper issued in the summer and winter contains infor-
mation on Rossica’s internal activities (upcoming and recent society events, 
election results, notices, etc.) as well as some interesting philatelic articles.  
Contact the Bulletin Editor, Michael Ann Gutter at mi-
chael.gutter@rossica.org.  

∗ The Society’s discussion forum, “The Samovar.” Another tremendous source of 
information is “The Samovar,” where members and non-members may ask 
and answer questions.  Over 175 members, three quarters of whom have 
posted at one time or another in addressing over 1,700 topics in 30 forums 
make this a very active and valuable resource.  Visit http://www.rossica.org/
Samovar or contact the Webmaster, Jeff Radcliffe at webmaster@rossica.org.  

∗ The Rossica Library.  Available to members only, the Library has one of the 
two largest holdings of Russian philatelic material in in the West.  (The other 
is the British Society of Russian Philately’s library.)  Some materials can be 
loaned out by mail, others can be photocopied or sent by e-mail to you.  For 
loan requests or information contact the Librarian, Greg Mirsky, at 
greg.mirsky@rossica.org.   

∗ Discounts on Rossica literature.  Members are eligible to buy Rossica Society 
publications at membership cost, which usually represents a discount of any-
where from 15-25%. 

∗ Annual General Meetings with exhibits, speakers and presentations.  These 
are usually held on a rotating basis - East Coast, Midwest and West Coast. 

∗ Local chapter meetings.  At present there are two active chapters, the North-
ern California and the Washington-Baltimore.  For meeting times and sched-
ules, contact Ed Laveroni at ed.laveroni@rossica.org for information on the 
Northern California Chapter and David Skipton at david.skipton@rossica.org 
information on the Washington-Baltimore Chapter. 

The Rossica Society is an APS affiliate, #AF0171, and a 501(c)3 organization. 
Annual dues are $25, with discounts available for those members who receive their 
journals and bulletins by CD or download from the Rossica website.  To request a 
membership application form, contact either the Secretary, Ed Laveroni or the 
Treasurer, Michael Ann Gutter at the e-mail addresses listed above. 



- 3 - 

— Welcome to Rossicapex 2009! — 
This show that you’re attending is something very special indeed.  It is the 

second solo Rossica Society show in this country (the first having been held in 
1938 at the New York YMCA), and counting the one in Belgium organized by 
A.M. Rosselevich in 1954, it is only the third ever for our Society, now over half 
a century later. 

Important as those two shows were to Rossica, they pale in comparison to 
this one.  This event is the celebration of a rich philatelic history, an occasion to 
honor some of those pioneers who explored and promoted it, and a tremendous 
opportunity for our Society to showcase not just the stamps and the stationery, 
the postal history, postcards, themes, revenues and vignettes of Russia and her 
people, but those of other countries whose histories have overlapped with hers, 
often tragically: the Baltic States (represented here by Latvia and Lithuania), 
Finland, Poland, Ukraine and Carpatho-Ukraine, the Caucasus States (featured 
in this show by Armenia), Persia and Mongolia.  ROSSICAPEX 2009 presents 
a glorious array of material that demonstrates what makes collecting in these 
fields so challenging and rewarding: the incredible depth, breadth and detail to 
be found in our corner of the hobby. 

We owe this golden opportunity and our heartfelt thanks to the American 
Stamp Dealers Association, Inc. (ASDA), which has graciously provided us with 
the space, frames, security, advertising and technical support necessary for an 
event of this nature, and it has generously subsidized the Awards Banquet, pay-
ing over half of the total cost. Without the ASDA’s support, an exhibition of this 
scope for us would be inconceivable, for the Rossica Society has neither the large 
membership nor the deep pockets to host an exhibition such as this on its own. 

We are also very grateful to the American Philatelic Society (APS) for grant-
ing national status to ROSSICAPEX 2009.  This is a great honor and a major 
step forward for Rossica, and it puts the Society on the map in a way that would 
have been impossible had we gone our own way and used “our own judges.” 

Many thanks are owed to our Jury members, some of whom have traveled 
an awfully long distance to help make ROSSICAPEX a success.  They are: John 
Hotchner, Ron Lesher Sr., Ross Marshall, Steve Schumann and Jussi Tuori, all 
APS and/or FIP judges with considerable expertise in Russian and related-areas 
philately and long experience in judging at the national and international level. 

We also greatly appreciate the tremendous support we have received from 
other philatelic organizations (most notably the Reno Stamp Club, the Council 
of Northern California Philatelic Societies and Filatelic Fiesta) and individuals 
who have contributed their time, energy, advice and awards to this event.  Their 
generosity is a most welcome enhancement of and a big lift to all the effort that 
has gone into ROSSICAPEX 2009. 

 
 

David Skipton               
ROSSICAPEX 2009 Show Chairman 
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Rossica has a long and interesting history.  I’m sure 
the future will also be as interesting.  Many of the world’s 
greatest Russian-area philatelists have been and some still 
are members of our society.  Our reputation for excellence 
and high standards in the scholarly pursuit of this hobby is 
well known. 

We are firmly entrenched in the technological aspects 
of the current world.  Every publication we own is available in the digital do-
main as either a download over the Internet or on a CD/DVD.  Very few other 
philatelic societies in our specialty can make that claim.  Rossica leads the way 
in getting relevant information into the hands of other collectors.  Our main 
goal is to foster the exchange of information. 

Many of our members have the opportunity to meet in local areas.  These 
meetings/gatherings are quite successful and allow one to put a face to a name 
and see some very good philatelic material “in the flesh.”  This opportunity is 
extended to include members from around the world at major exhibitions in 
the United States on the East and West Coasts as well as in the Midwest.  
Here, too, the added treat at exhibitions is that you can see the fruits of the la-
bor of dedicated philatelists as they assemble and present world-class exhibits. 
In the era of fast Internet connections and unlimited phone calls, information is 
exchanged much faster than it was just a few years ago.  However, I would sub-
mit that while instant contact and pictures are nice, seeing the real items and 
the real persons is always better.  And you can ask questions at the show as well 
and receive very good answers.  There are numerous reasons you should attend 
these exhibitions if possible, but I personally feel that the camaraderie you will 
experience is the best of them. 

We are able to have this exhibition thanks to the generosity and support of 
the ASDA.  With the APS granting us National status as well, we are in a very 
good position to achieve our goals.  ROSSICAPEX 2009 is a golden opportu-
nity for us not only to tell the world what our hobby is all about but to show it, 
and we intend to do just that.  Our volunteers have done an incredible amount 
of work in a very short period of time.  All of them should be given the highest 
compliments.  Please do that! 

It is my sincerest wish that everybody who attends will find the experience 
worth the trip.  I look forward to feedback after the exhibition and, of course, 
would fully support another opportunity for this kind of show.  Sponsors are 
definitely welcome. 

Enjoy the show and may you find that elusive item at a reasonable price. 

Gary Combs 
President, Rossica Society of Russian Philately  

— A Message from the President — 
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— Show Committee and Volunteers — 
Show Chairman ....................... David Skipton, Rossica Society             

Vice-President 

Exhibits Co-Chairs .................. Dr. Edward Laveroni, Rossica Society 
Secretary and Exhibits Chairman for 
Filatelic  Fiesta;   

 ...................................................... Vesma Grinfelds, Rossica Society 
member and CNCPS President 

Awards Chairman .................... Ray Pietruszka, Member, Rossica So-
ciety Board of Directors 

Show Treasurer ......................... Michael Ann Gutter, Rossica Society    
Treasurer 

Webmaster ................................. Jeff Radcliffe, Rossica Society Journal 
Editor and Webmaster 

Show Photographer ................ Alfonso Zulueta, Jr. 

 

Show Volunteers (the real backbone of ROSSICAPEX!) 

Lynda Bevins (ROSSICAPEX 2009 logo re-coloration) 

Anton Guliaev  

John Klein  

Robert Klein (Rossica/ASDA contract)  

Greg Mirsky  

Paul Ortega  

Alexander Safonoff (art work)  

George Shalimoff  

Erich von Hungen  

Lester Wadsworth  

David Waterman 
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ROSSICAPEX 2009 

 POPECHITEL'STVO 

Patronaty: Harry Graetz, Valentina Kozhevsky, Dr. Edward      
Laveroni, Ray Pietruszka, Rostislav Polchaninoff, Colonel          
Asdrubal Prado, Alexander Safonoff, Mark Schroeder, Denys 
Voaden. 

Popechiteli: Gerald Gallagher, Dr. Paul Ortega, Dr. Howard 
Weinert, George Werbizky. 

Grafy: Gary Combs, Erich von Hungen, Alexander S. Ilyushin,  
Nikolai Kondrikov, Gregory Mirsky, John D. Myke, Guillermo  
Perdomo Jr., Steve & Cathy Schumann, George Shalimoff. 

Grafinya: Vesma Grinfelds. 

Knyaz'ya i Knyagini: John Klein, David and Catherine Skipton, 
The Sterner Family. 

ROSSICAPEX 2009 Board of Trustees
(Popechitel'stvo) 
Donation levels: 

$10-$49 - Patronat (Patron) 
$50-$99 - Popechitel' / Popechitel'nitsa 

$100-$199 - Graf / Grafinya  (Count, Countess) 
$200 up to $499 - Knyaz' / Knyaginya  (Prince, Princess) 
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Rossica is extremely fortunate and grateful to have this line-up of judges.  Not 
only do they bring many years of judging experience with them, but all of 
them also have an interest in some aspect of Russian or related-areas philat-
ely, making this one of the highest-powered juries the Society could ever hope 
to have, and ROSSICAPEX 2009 a truly unique, special event. 

John M. Hotchner (USA) Jury Chairman.  APS 
Accredited Chief Literature & Philatelic Judge, FIP-
accredited Judge.  Editor of the AAPE’s The Phila-
telic Exhibitor (TPE). 

Ronald E. Lesher, Sr. (USA) APS Accredited Chief 
Philatelic Judge and FIP-accredited Judge. 

Dr. Ross Marshall (NZ) International Philatelic 
Federation (FIP) Judge.  FIAP Judge in Traditional 
and Postal History, Fellow of the RPSNZ. 

Stephen D. Schumann (USA) APS Accredited 
Chief Literature & Philatelic Judge, FIP-accredited, 
Chairman of Filatelic Fiesta. 

Jussi Tuori (FI) FIP Accredited Judge in Tradi-
tional and Postal Stationery, Chairman of the FIP 
Commission for Traditional Philately (2004-2008), 
current FIP Vice-President. 

The ROSSICAPEX 2009 Jury    
(in alphabetical order): 
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ROSSICAPEX 2009 
and Special Awards  

ROSSICAPEX 2009 Grand Award (multi-frame) 

Rossica Society National Award - For ROSSICAPEX 2009 
alone, it is presented to the runner-up Single-Frame Russian 
exhibit, but the exhibit must have received a vermeil medal or 
higher in the open competition. 
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Rossica Society President’s Award - A lacquer box (similar to 
the Rossica Society National Award shown at left) is presented 
at shows that host National and Regional Rossica Society meet-
ings.  It is awarded on the basis of imagination, innovation and 
eye-appeal to an exhibit winning up to a vermeil medal. 

ROSSICAPEX 2009 
Basic Award for all 

medal levels 

ROSSICAPEX 2009  
Reserve Grand Award 

(multi-frame) 

ROSSICAPEX 2009  
Grand Award  
(single-frame) 
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American Philatelic Society 
Pre-1900, 1900-1940 and 
1940-1980 Awards of Ex-

cellence 

American Revenue Association 
Award 

(for the best multi-frame revenue 
exhibit) 

American Associa-
tion of Philatelic 

Exhibitors (AAPE) 
Awards of Honor         
(for excellence in 

presentation) 

American Philatelic 
Society Research 

Medal 

AAPE Creativity 
Award 

American Philatelic Congress 
Award (for excellence in the write-

up of an exhibit) 

AAPE Novice Award 

(for the best exhibit by a first-
time exhibitor at a WSP/

National-level show) 
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American Topical Association (ATA) First, Second and Third Awards, ATA 
One-Frame Award of Merit 

American Stamp Dealers Association 
Award 

(for the best exhibit by an ASDA 
member) 

Auxiliary Markings Club Award of 
Merit                          

(for an exhibit winning a silver medal or 
higher and which includes a significant 

percentage of auxiliary markings)  
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Baltic States Philatelic Society Award 

(given to any exhibit that has been 
awarded at least a silver medal in any 
exhibiting category as long as 75% of 

the material shown relates to the Baltic 
States of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania) 

Colonel Cyril Dean Sterner Award 

(for research in a traditional stamp 
exhibit) 

Scandinavian Collectors’ Club 
Award                          

(for the best Scandinavian exhibit) 

Postal History Society Award 
for Best Postal History Exhibit 
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National Stamp Dealers Association 
(NSDA) People’s Choice Award 

WE (Women Exhibitors) Award                                                          
(given to recognize any exhibit that has 
been awarded up to a silver medal and 
that shows merit in philatelic knowl-
edge, subject knowledge, material or 

treatment)   

Steve and Cathy Schumann Award of Merit                 
(for a deserving Gold Medal Exhibit)  
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— Schedule of Events — 
Friday, 26 June 2009 

 
8:00 ........................... Judges’ breakfast 
10:00 ......................... Show opening, welcoming remarks. 
10:15 ........................... Official unveiling of the S.V. Prigara vignette. 
12:30 ........................... Judges’ working lunch. 
12:30 ........................... Rossica Officers’ Meeting - Room 205. 
2:00 ............................ Exhibitors’ docent tours of their displays. 
6:00 ........................... Show closes. 
6:00-7:00 ................. Cocktail hour at the Laveronis’. 
7:00 ............................ BBQ. 
 

Saturday, 27 June 2009  
 
10:00 ......................... Show opens. 
12:00 .......................... Rossica Annual General Meeting - Room 205. 
1:00 ............................ Greg Mirsky, Rossica Librarian and co-author of 
the long-running series “Flyspecker,” speaking on “Russian Stamps: 
Look Beyond Filling Spaces…” 
2:00 ............................ V. Denis Vandervelde, the editor of “Pratique” and 
an authority on disinfection of mail around the world, presents ’The 
Disinfection of Mail in Russia, Historically, with Special Reference to 
the Period after 1896.”  
3:15 ......................... Exhibitors’ group photograph. 
3:30 ............................ Judges’ Critique - Room 205. 
6:00 ........................... Show closes. 
7:00 ............................ Awards Banquet at the Santa Clara Hilton. 
 

Sunday, 28 June 2009 
 
10:00 ......................... Show opens.  
10:30 .......................... Panel discussion on the problems facing exhibitors 
of Russian and related-areas material in the U.S. and abroad, possible 
solutions, advice on exhibiting for novices and veterans.  Room 205. 
2:00 ............................ Exhibitors’ docent tours of their displays. 
4:00 ........................... Show closes.   
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— Rossica’s Member Dealers — 

Asia Philatelics (Richard Clever) 
Gutter Pairs (Peter Gutter) 

— Credits for Illustrations — 
Front cover: Eagle and frame coloration - Lynda Bevins, Nevada, USA. 

Page 6: Imperial Russian postman’s silver cap badge - from the collection of 
Alexander Safonoff, California, USA. 

Pages 16-19: Imperial Russian postman’s badge, 1790; Imperial Russian 
badge of the Mail Transportation Administration; RSFSR Ministry of Posts 
and Telegraphs badge, USSR Northwestern Oblast' Communications Ad-
ministration badge, all courtesy of the Popov Central Museum of Communi-
cations, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation. 

Page 19: Two vignettes issued for the Odessa Exhibition in 1910, a 1.5-piastre 
Russian Steamshipping, Navigation and Trade Company (ROPiT) fantasy 
and a Society of St. Eugenia picture postcard with painting by Pavel Aleksan-
drovich Svyedomsky (1849-1904) - from the collection of David Skipton, Mary-
land, USA. 

Page 20: 5-kopeck oval stamp - courtesy of Kaj Hellman, from Stamp Auc-
tion Catalog 8.10.2005, lot 927. 

Page 37: Picture of S.V. Prigara - from the Rossica Archives. 

Page 37: Cover page of the 1938 Rossica Exhibition Program - Rossica Ar-
chives. 

Page 38: Group photos of the exhibitors at the 1938 Exhibition - courtesy of 
Claude Lysloff. 

Page 39: Final artwork for the S.V. Prigara vignette - Rossica Archives. 
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Frames: Title of Exhibit: Exhibitor: 

1 The Rossica Society of Russian Philately Rossica Society 

2 Rossica’s Vignettes, 1938-2008 Rossica Society 

3-10 Soviet Antarctica, 1955-1959   
(Court of Honor) 

Dr. Ross Marshall 

11-18 Grand Duchy of Finland 1856-1874  
(Court of Honor) 

“Classicus” 

Single-Frame Exhibits 
19 Postal Evidence of the Russification of 

the Kingdom of Poland 1815-1876 
Chris Kulpinski 

20 The 1857-1866 Issues of the 10 Kopecks 
Stamps of Russia 

George V. Shalimoff 

21 Russian Rural Post (Zemstvo) Use of 
Bisected Stamps 

George G. Werbizky 

22 The Poezd and Pochta Postmarks of the 
“Little Railroads” of St. Petersburg 

Dr. Edward Laveroni 

23 Russian Imperial Air Units in World 
War I 

Dr. G. Adolph Ackerman 

24 The First Stamp of Latvia: Printed on  
Maps 

Vesma Grinfelds 

25 The Trident Revenues of Podolia, 
Ukraine 1919 

Dr. Ray Ceresa 

26 Soviet Union Postage Stamp Advertising 
Labels 1923-1927 

Dr. Paul Ortega 

27 Odessa: Clandestine Surveillance of Mail, 
1920-1940 

Steve Volis 

28 Feldmoching DP Camp’s Russian Post Nikolai Sorokin 

Philatelic Exhibits 
(Arranged by period.) 
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29-35 
 

Unrecognized and Overlooked Zemstvo 
Mail 

George Werbizky 

36-43 Finnish Railway to St. Petersburg 1870-
1918 

Roger Quinby 

44-51 Imperial Postmarks of the Trans-Siberian 
Railroad, Chelyabinsk to Manchzhuriya 

Dr. Ed Laveroni 

52-60 “Blue Pencil.” Imperial Russian Censor-
ship of Prison, Exile and Interned Civil-
ian Mail 

David M. Skipton 

61-70 Russia and Persia Bjorn Sohrne 

71-76 Usage of the Romanov Tercentenary 
Issue of Russia 1913-1917 

George Shalimoff 

77-84 World War I.  Prisoners-of-War in Rus-
sia 

Rein Vasara 

85-94 Russian Mute Cancels and Registration 
in WWI 

Arnold Levin 

106-113 World War I. Prisoners-of-War in Rus-
sia - Postal Stationery 

Rein Vasara 

114-123 Military Censorship in Imperial Russia, 
1904-1917 

David M. Skipton 

Multi-Frame Exhibits 
Imperial Period 
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Revolution and Civil War Period,  
Independent States 

 95-100 Mongolia 1886-1932 Richard E. Clever 

101-105 
 

The “3-Star” Coat of Arms Issues of Lat-
via:   1921-1933 (Youth exhibit) 

Dzintars Grinfelds 

124-125 Russian Revolutionary Overprints George V. Shalimoff 

126-133 
 

Latvian Traveling Post Offices: Rates, 
Routes and Cancellations 

Vesma Grinfelds 

141-144 
 

Armenian Revenues - Their Use on 
Receipts 1918-1926 

Dr. Ray Ceresa 

145-152 The Air Post Issues of Lithuania:  A 
Traditional Study 

Vesma Grinfelds 

RSFSR and USSR Period 
153-158 Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Re-

public, November 1917 - June 1923 
Ray Pietruszka 

159-168 Ostarbeiter Mail in WWII George G. Werbizky 

175-182 The Small Heads of the First Definitive 
Set of  the USSR 1923-1927 

Richard Weinberg 

183-187 Soviet Occupation of Poland 1939/41 Chris Kulpinski 

188-194 Carpatho-Ukraine, 1944-1945 Jay T. Carrigan 
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Cinderellas 
134-140 Keeping the Faith: Vignettes of the Old Rus-

sian Diaspora 
Nikolai Sorokin 

Thematic 
169-174 On the Roads of Russia Anatoly Osatinski 

195-200 Stalin on Stamps, Covers, Postcards: Philately 
at the Service of Dictatorship 

Alexander Kolchinsky 

Post Cards 
201-208 From Russia with love: Foreign visitors send 

home picture postcards, 1896-1947 
Alexander Kolchinsky 
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The Rossica Society of Russian Philately (Rossica Society).  This one-
frame exhibit was first shown at WASHINGTON 2006 in the society 
section of the show, and has been a staple of every Rossica AGM 
since then.  It advertises the Society itself and Russian philately in 
general, touching on just a few of the many areas available to collec-
tors in this vast field. 

Rossica’s Vignettes, 1938-2008 (Rossica Society).  The second of the 
Society’s one-framers is a compilation of all of the Rossica vignettes 
and souvenir sheets issued since the very first solo Rossika show at 
the YMCA in New York, 1938.  It includes an unissued proof, usages 
on cover and extends to the 2008 Gregory Salisbury issue.  

(Assembled from three private collections and the Rossica Archives.) 

Highlights: Page 2: The only recorded imperforate sheet of the 1938 vignette; pages 3-4: 
the only recorded covers bearing the 1938 vignette; pages 12 & 15: artist’s proofs of the 
Arkhangelsky and Salisbury vignettes.   

Soviet Antarctica, 1955-1959 (Ross Marshall). 

Believed to be the finest exhibition of this material in the world, the 
initial stages of Soviet Antarctic research and exploration are laid out 
here in great detail.  The Antarctic components for the scientific stud-
ies planned for the 3rd International Geophysical Year called for 
coastal stations to be established in the first year, followed by the ex-
ploration and development of stations in the interior.  This exhibit 
tells the story of the Soviet involvement and uses a very wide range of 

materials, demonstrating many aspects. 

Highlights: There are many unique items, among them a 16 January 1956 radiogram 
from Aviation commander – three days before construction of Mirnyy Station com-
menced; a handwritten letter from D/E Ob’ February 1956 with envelope and the earliest 
known cancellation; a registered envelope from Mirnyy, December 1956; a report on loss 
of equipment during the First Traverse with signatures; a complete letter from M. M. 
Somov, head of SAE-1, to the Pionerskaya Station chief, and documentation around Dr. 
M. J. Rubin, US Exchange scientist, 1957. 

Frame 2 

Frame 1 

Frames 3-10  

A “Pocket Docent” Guide to the Exhibits 
— Court of Honor — 

Grand Duchy of Finland 1856-1874 ("Classicus"). 
This is one of the two best existing Classical Finland exhibits 
still being shown, with extremely high quality and a clear and 
easily understood presentation.  Incorporating the latest infor-
mation about these stamps, it tells their philatelic story in a 
traditional approach.                                                          
Highlights: Starting with three frames of oval stamps, including 
a block of four and six tête-bêches, it continues with a spec-

tacular showing of the rouletted issues, featuring an unused block of fifteen of 
the 40-penni and several other big blocks.  Frame 1, page 6: Oval stamps, 5-
kopeck tête-bêche; 1/9: An unused 5-kopeck tête-bêche; 1/11-12: Used tête-

Frames 11-18  
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bêches; 2/8: 5-kopeck on wide laid paper; 2/15: The largest known multiple of 
ovals (strip of seven 10-kopeck stamps); 2/16: A re-constructed strip of five 
stamps; Frame 3: Two tête-bêches and a block of four 10-kopeck stamps, Frame 
5: Three tête-bêches of the 5-pen. and an error on cover.  

— Single-Frame Competition — 
Postal Evidence of the Russification of the Kingdom of     Poland - 
1815-1876  
(Chris Kulpinski)  
 

This exhibit shows the gradual Russian replacement of Polish post-
marks in the Kingdom of Poland (Congress Poland) as a reflection of 
changes in Polish political fortunes under the tsars.  It begins with the 
postmarks in use at the time of the 1815 annexation and ends with 
the complete disappearance of Polish cancellations by 1876.  It also 
includes usage of Poland #1, essentially a local stamp, followed by 

Russian stamps used in Poland.   
       

Highlight: Page 5 shows one of very few early covers where the date is in Polish rather 
than Latin.  In addition, it is from my home town, or rather the home town of both my 
Mother's and Father's families. 

Frame 19  

The 1857-1866 Issues of the 10 Kopecks Stamps of Russia  
(George Shalimoff) 
  
The original 10 kopecks design stamp of the first issue was repeated 
for several issues on various papers and perforations.   
 
Highlights: Of particular interest is the unused example of the first 
issue on the title page with certificate.  This stamp apparently was 
placed on a letter but never canceled.  It lacks gum, but upon careful 

examination no sign of any cancellation can be seen.  Page 2 shows a pen-canceled first 
issue stamp on cover.  3 shows the very rare small dot in four circles marking on a stamp 
that was a trial marking but not adopted.  13 shows the known keyhole cliché variety on 
a stamp on cover. 

Frame 20  

Russian Rural Post (Zemstvo) Use of Bisected Stamps  
(George Werbizky) 
 

This exhibit displays examples from every zemstvo known thus far to 
have used partial stamps - mostly bisects - to frank mail.  The use of 
partial stamps was dictated by the available supply of a given denomi-
nation and was always short-lived, thus all of the usages shown here 
are extremely rare.  Of those, the following two are even more excep-
tional:  

 

Highlights: Page 8: Money letter with 3/4 of an 8-kopeck stamp.  13: The only recorded 
use of a bisected stamp by Sumy Zemstvo. 

Frame 21  
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The Poezd and Pochta Postmarks of the “Little Railroads” of St. Pe-
tersburg (Edward Laveroni) 
 
The short rail lines of the St. Petersburg railroads are known to have 
had Poezd (train) and Pochta (post) postmarks between 1872 and 
1904, and it is thought that they were used on mail as sorting marks 
for specific trains.  They are not considered Traveling Post Office 
postmarks because they were not applied on a train.  It is generally 
thought that the black marks were applied on mail traveling to St. 

Petersburg and the red on mail going in the opposite direction.  We thank Manfred 
Dobin and Ian Baillie for their work on these rare postmarks.  The chart originally de-
veloped by Mr. Dobin and slightly altered by Mr. Baillie is used for classification of the 
various markings.  Series B is usually black and series C, D, E, F and G are usually red.  
Poezd marks are Series B, C, D and E, Pochta - Series F and G.  No one knows why 
the postmarks were changed from Poezd to Pochta.  All data is from the book by 
Messrs. Baillie on Peel on St. Petersburg. 

Highlights: Page 3: Only recorded cancel of Series B3 in purple.  6: Earliest known Se-
ries C2, 19-7-1874.  8: Earliest known usage of D4 and the latest usage of D5, one of 
three recorded.  9: Earliest known usage of E2.  11: Only recorded example of E4.  13: 
F3, latest recorded date of two known purple postmarks. 

Frame 22  

Russian Imperial Air Units in World War I  
(Dr. G. Adolph Ackerman) 
These postal items document the infancy of Russian aviation and 
aeronautics from a military standpoint.  The first manned flights had 
begun only a few years before the onset of WWI (1914), and aircraft 
and air capabilities were limited.  Air combat and bomber missions 
didn’t begin until mid-1916, and the percentage of personnel in these 
units was miniscule by comparison to the rest of the Armed Forces. 

Highlights: While each item shown from a given air unit may be the 
only postal item in existence today, the following are important from an historic stand-
point: Page 3 - Special Aviation Squadron, 10 Army HQ.  The squadron was formed 
during the earliest days of WWI with volunteers from the Imperial All-Russian Aero 
Club. Page 6 - Ilya Muromets Squadron flew the world's first giant (4-motor) long-range 
bombers, flying bombing/observation sorties deep behind enemy lines. Only 42 operative 
bombers were on the front line during the last years of the War.  Page 9 - Seaplane 
Carrier “Emperor Alexander I.”  One of the world's first converted seaplane carriers, 
active in the Black Sea campaign against Turkey.  Page 12 - Baku Naval Aviation School.  
The card may be the earliest example of an air-related postal item from the Caucasus. 
Page 13 - Rear Army, Second Co. Aeronautic Unit.  This personnel inter-aeronautic unit 
postal correspondence paints a vivid portrait of front line activity.  Page 16 - Sea Fortress, 
2nd Observation, Aeronautic Unit.  This naval unit guarded the Gulf of Finland and 
Baltic Sea along the coast of Estonia from German attack. 

Frame 23  

Frame 24  The First Stamp of Latvia: Printed on Maps (Vesma Grinfelds) 
“First Stamp” is a traditional study that examines independent Latvia’s 
initial issue in 1918, printed on the backs of surplus German military 
maps.  Although up to three million of these stamps may have been 
printed, very few actually saw any postal use, thanks to the disruptions 
of WWI, huge quantifies being stolen by retreating armies and only 
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 The Trident Revenues of Podolia, Ukraine 1919  
(Dr. Ray Ceresa) 
Most collectors of Ukraine stamps issued from 1918 to 1922 are aware 
that the trident overprint was not only applied to the postage stamps of 
each district but in some cases also to the revenue stamps of a particu-
lar district.  Revenue catalogs of Ukraine list Type I and Type II tri-
dents of Kiev applied to the revenue stamps of Imperial Russia and 
also the trident overprint of Zdolbunovo applied similarly to a few 
values, but the existence of Poltava, Yekaterinoslav and Podolia tri-

dents on revenues has been questioned.  This exhibit has been put forward to end this 
doubt as far as Podolia is concerned.  The full range of Imperial Russian revenue stamps 
in use in 1919 is shown with clear strikes of the late worn wooden handstamp used in 
Kamenets-Podolsk, the Podolian town where the central fiscal departments were located. 

Frame 25  

Soviet Union Postage Stamp Advertising Labels 1923-1927 (Dr. Paul 
Ortega) 
These advertising labels represent a unique feature of early Soviet 
postal history, showing a remarkable creative composition symbolic of 
the early Soviet energy.  They served at least two functions: to assist 
the government to promote its New Economic Policy, which desper-
ately needed help, and to pave the way to later, more extensive adver-
tising devices using the postal system which developed into the familiar 
cachet format.  Unfortunately the early promising artistry was replaced 

by a less imaginative, bureaucratic approach.  These miniature posters lost favor and re-
ceded into a neglected past.  The contrast between the progenitor and the later product is 
a major feature of this exhibit.  The labels, which had no value and were available at post 
offices free of charge, could be used anywhere on any mail.  Despite their ready availabil-
ity then, however, they are today quite scarce.  This exhibit shows 41 of the 63 different 
types, with examples from seven of the eight cities where they were issued. 

Frame 26  

one low denomination having been printed.  With the onset of inflation, the stamps be-
came impractical to use.  Recent research surmises that fewer than 100,000 of these 
stamps had any remote hope of actually franking mail, a major reason why this exhibit 
took 15 years to assemble.  
 
Highlights: This exhibit contains numerous rare items, to include two previously-
unrecorded proofs, a proof block, a proof printed on a map, large multiple blocks, inflation 
era usage, a single-franking printed-matter item posted from Jelgava, returned to sender 
and registered mail with provisional cancels from Liepaja. 

Odessa: Clandestine Mail Surveillance, 1920-1940 (Steve Volis) 
 
Clandestine mail censorship is normally difficult to detect because it 
leaves no marks.  However, due to a lack of properly-trained personnel 
and large volumes of mail, the Soviet political police resorted to a form 
of steganography to alert their own employees that mail had been se-
cretly censored, or that someone was supposed to be watched.  
(Steganography is the science of hiding information, often in plain 
sight.)  Thus the date stamps shown in this exhibit are properly under-
stood as censor marks masquerading as postmarks, a form of steg-

anography, because they fulfilled no real postal function.  The “audience” for whom they 

Frame 27  
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Feldmoching DP Camp’s Russian Post  
(Nikolai Sorokin) 
 

Five years after the end of World War II, there were still Displaced 
Persons (DPs) living in German camps administered by the Interna-
tional Relief Organization (IRO).  In one of those camps located in 
the vicinity of Feldmoching and Schleisheim near Munich, Russian 
DPs had their own Russian Camp Committee and a Russian postman 
who delivered letters to Russian addressees within the camp.  A small 
local fee was added to some of his services.  This exhibit shows all 14 

different stamps and some varieties issued by the Russian Camp Committee ostensibly  to 
pay those fees, but also to serve as mementos.  The first stamp was placed on sale May 6, 
1950, and the rest one month later.  Schleisheim’s Russian emigré scout organization’s 
scoutmaster, Rostislav Polchaninoff, was the driving force behind these issues.  It is he 
who later catalogued them and provided the information on quantities issued.   
 

Highlights:  Full sheets of eight stamps numbered by Polchaninoff as 2, 3, 6, 9, and 11, as 
well as uncut double sheets of sixteen stamps each, numbered 4 and 13; the rare number 
7 and 8 stamps; a first-day-of-issue envelope with three different stamps and a 
“Feldmoching Camp Post” cancellation. 

Frame 28  

were intended was the postal sorter on the secret police payroll or the political surveil-
lance post (PK - politkontrol’) down the line along whatever route the mail was sent.  
Thus far, researchers in the censorship field know of only three classes of these 
“steganographic markings” as they relate to Odessa: the so-called “three triangles,” 
“izhitsa” and “zet” date stamps.  Every recorded type is shown here. 

Highlights: Page 4: The only recorded Odessa Type 2 “three triangles” marking; 9- 15: 
All of the izhitsa and zet markings are extremely rare.  16: The only recorded example 
of an Odessa “received in damaged condition” marking.   

Unrecognized and Overlooked Zemstvo Mail (George G. Werbizky) 

Presented here are examples of zemstvo mail in the following catego-
ries: non-stamp-issuing zemstvos that provided postal service, zemstvos 
that handled incoming mail from the central government free of 
charge, and zemstvos whose administrative offices included post office 
functions.  Since no zemstvo stamps were used by zemstvos in these 
categories, collectors for the most part have failed to collect in this 
area.  Any mail coming from or going abroad that was handled by a 

zemstvo postal system is rare.  In this exhibit there are several items in this category.  

Highlights: Frame 1/12: A letter from Switzerland; 2/13: Newly established Soviet mail 
service on a county level in conjunction with an already-existing zemstvo mail station; 
3/13: A POW letter from German-occupied Russia to Germany; 7/5-6: Letters to France; 
7/7: A postcard to Switzerland. 

Frames 29-35  

Finnish Railway to St. Petersburg 1870-1918 (Roger Quinby) 
 
“Finnish Railway” follows the development of the most important route 
in the Finnish national railway system, from the construction of the 
first link in 1865 to the completion of the Helsinki-St. Petersburg rail 
service in 1870, and from then until 1918, when the line was severed 

Frames 36-43  
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Imperial Postmarks of the Trans-Siberian Railroad, Chelyabinsk to 
Manchzhuriya (Edward Laveroni) 
 
Taking the viewer on an east-bound train ride stretching from the 
Urals to the Russian border with Manchuria, this exhibit presents a 
postal history view of one of the greatest engineering and construction 
feats of the Industrial Age.  The Trans-Siberian had a profound effect 
on the settling and development of Siberia, not to mention on the 
Russian Empire as a whole. 
The exhibit shows the rates, routes and a representation of the post-

marks of the various railroad lines between Chelyabinsk and Manchzhuriya on the Trans-
Siberian Railroad within Siberia.  It includes the main stations (vokzals), the lines between 
these towns, and the small stations (stantsiyas) along the routes.  A map shows the route 
with the vokzals’ names, the route numbers between vokzals and the stantsiyas that could 
postmark mail.   
 

Highlights: Many rare and only-recorded postmarks of the lines and stantsiyas are shown 
here.  Frame 1: The only recorded circular cancels 167/1, 167/7  & oval postage due of line 
167. 2: The only recorded circular PW cancel Omsk-Chelyabinsk/3, doplatit of line 168, 
Omsk Vokzal postmark on an unusual parcel card, PW 185/2, & oval 185/b. 3: St. Te-
bisskaya doplatit, Krivoshkhekovo-Omsk/1 line 186, doplatit line 186 & PW 186/4. 4: 
Novonikolaevsk Vokzal doplatit, Ob-187-Krasnoyarsk doplatit, five different only recorded 
stantsiyas for line 187-188. 5: PC mailed to Hanoi with Krasnoyarsk-197-Irkutsk and bear-
ing Russian, Chinese & French postmarks, & two only recorded postmarks of line 197-
198 stantsiyas. 6: Two only recorded stantsiyas line 197-198, oval 198/v, Irkutsk Vokzal 
doplatit, PW241/4/Zabayk, PW 241/3 & PW 241/6.  7: Oval 241/zh, PC station Khilok to 
Cairo, Egypt, & oval 242/d. 8: PW 259/2 with doplatit line 259, 259/3, 259/4. doplatit line 
260, two stantsiyas line 259-260, St. Karimskaya registration label & rare insured mail 
from Manchzhuriya Vokzal. 

Frames 44-51  

during the Finnish War of Independence.  The 441-kilometer railway played a huge role 
in Finland’s development because the country, an emerging industrial exporter, could 
ship its mail and goods to Russia and all of Europe. 
 

Highlights: As construction on the railway progressed, the number of stations along the 
route increased, requiring that already-existing stations be renumbered, from 35 stations 
in 1870 to 38 in 1875 and 41 in 1881.  However, the exhibit offers the first conclusive 
empirical proof for a Fourth Station-Numbering Period (up to 45 in March 1889) rather 
than just the three mentioned above that have been accepted by Finnish railway philate-
lists up to this point.  All of the elusive railway registration labels introduced in the 1900s 
on the main route are displayed here, as are a number of the earliest and latest known 
usages (including the earliest known Finnish mail coach cancellation of 9 November 
1870).  Also shown are all railway traveling post office cancellation types, straight-line 
station cancels, individual station numbers and the marks used on local trains. 

“Blue Pencil:” Imperial Russian Censorship of Prison, Exile and In-
terned Civilian Mail (David M. Skipton). 
 

The title refers to the colored pencils often used by censors in the 
Russian Empire (although black and red are also frequently encoun-
tered).   The exhibit examines the legal bases of prisoner-, exile- and 

Frames 52-60  
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internee-mail censorship in Imperial Russia and provides a survey of the censor hand 
stamps and markings.  It also proposes the first nomenclature system for identifying and 
classifying them. 
Highlights: This exhibit contains well over 50 censor marks for which only one example 
has been recorded.  Frame 2/1: A PPC to a political, examined by court, gendarme and 
prison censors; 2/3: Letter addressed to a People’s Will terrorist convicted of attempting 
to kill Alexander II; 4/13: A PPC sent by the “Little Grandmother of the Revolution,” 
Yekaterina Breshko-Breshkovskaya, while in Siberian exile; 6/6: Registered letter from 
Akatuy (a Siberian women’s prison) to Switzerland; 9/15: A censor-marked postcard sent 
in 1903 by a prisoner in the Warsaw Fortress’ 10th Pavilion. 

Russia and Persia till 1930 (Bjorn Sohrne) 
Almost 30 years of collecting and research have gone into this postal 
history exhibit, including several visits to Iran since 2001 and three 
longer visits to the National Archives in India (New Delhi, Calcutta 
and Bombay) between 2004 and 2006.  The interests of two Great 
Powers - Russia and England - collided in Persia, and from the early 
1860s to the early 1920s the situation was often very unsettled (political 
and social chaos from 1901 to 1906, the division of Persia into zones 
of influence, WWI and German intrusion followed by famine and an 

extension of the Russian Civil War).  All of this combines to make collecting in this area 
extremely challenging.   

 

Highlights: Throughout the exhibit the rarity factor is very high (1-3 examples recorded).  
Among them the following stand out: Russian forwarding mail in Persia, 1860.  Said to 
be the only recorded Tabriz Consular Office, which closed in 1877. Two covers out of 
three recorded are shown.  Combination mail, i.e. Persian and Russian stamps on Per-
sian mail abroad (before 1878).  Exchange offices opened for parcels in 1904 at Enzeli, 
Aschkabad, Bender-Guez and Mechedisser - all are rare, some are unique.  Covers show-
ing the establishment of Russian post offices in Gumbad-i-Kabuz and Karassou, 1912/13.  
Three recorded of Gumbad-i-Kabuz.  WWI Russian field post - all rare, some unique 
examples.  British, Turkish and Persian civil, military and Persian opposition groups col-
laborating with German censors.  Some unique, and most very rare.  German field post, 
called "Sondermission P" under Freiherr von der Golts, very rare.  The Gilan Movement 
turned socialist in 1920 with support from the Bolshevik revolution. Some rare.  Russian 
Ship Mail on the Caspian Sea, all rare.  

Frames 61-70  

Usage of the Romanov Tercentenary Issue of Russia 1913-1917 
(George Shalimoff) 
 

This exhibit displays the colorful commemorative Romanov Dynasty 
issue.  Each value is shown used on various types of postal sendings, 
domestic and foreign.   
 

Highlights: Of particular interest in Frame 1 are several proofs and 
color trials; 2: The use of the 5-Rubles stamp on cover, a Siberia to 
Japan sending; 3: A captured-at-sea item at the outbreak of WWI, a 

machine registration cover and two examples of double perforated stamps on cover; 4 
includes several different types of ship mail markings on stamps and used abroad mark-
ings, including a strip of five 5 Rubles stamps canceled Bukhara; 5 - A Siberia cover 
marking of Khabarovsk to China.  

Frames 71-76  
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World War I.  Prisoners-of-War in Russia (Rein Vasara) 
 

A social philately exhibit, “Prisoners-of-War in Russia” assembles and 
arranges correspondence from the POWs to bring out the human 
elements in individual and social contexts from among the millions 
who lived in captivity. It looks at POW distribution, two of the many 
prison camps (Berezovka and Pieschanka), censors, carriers, non-
replies, mail routes, switches, replies and times, destinations, POW 
transfers, repatriations, assembly points and enlistment in the Czecho-
slovak Russian Legion.  A profusion of previously inaccessible POW 

correspondence from Russia that has become available in the past two decades on the 
open Western market since the collapse of the USSR and the advent of eBay make possi-
ble for the first time more detailed treatment of this subject. 

Frames 77-84  

Mongolia 1886-1932 (Richard Clever) 
 

Before Mongolia ever operated its own postal administration in mod-
ern times (1924), its postal history belonged instead to the Russians 
(1863-1909) and to China (1909-1924).  Its remote location on the 
periphery of two empires, low population density and even lower 
literacy levels combine to make Mongolia a very challenging area to 
collect.  It is a seldom-seen subject in U.S. philatelic competitions, 
and this exhibit provides viewers an opportunity to see many rarities 

Russian Mute Cancels and Registration in WWI.  Fragment of the 
Research Collection (Arnold Levin) 
 

At the beginning of WWI, unusual cancels appeared on mail sent 
from Russia’s most strategically-important areas.  These markings 
became known as “mute cancellations,” so called because they bore no 
indication of where they were applied and almost always lacked even a 
date.  The registration labels and handstamps had no indication of 
their place of origin either - making them “mute registrations.” 
This effort by the Russian military to deny information to the enemy 

in the event mail was captured failed within months, due in large part to the use of mutes 
on commercial mail.  The field is extremely challenging both for its short time span 
(primarily from August to September 1914) and the fact that often the attempt to hide the 
origin of mail succeeded, requiring further detective work to identify the markings.  
“Russian Mute Cancels…” is a part of the extensive collection that served as the basis for 
the definitive work on this subject, “The Mute Cancels of Russia, 1914-1917.”  Shown here 
are mutes identified by the places where they were used and when, to the extent possible, 
with the ID based on commercial mail with return addresses, town postmarks and regis-
tration labels (when not “mute”) and message text.  The exhibit also presents various types 
of registration and censorship used simultaneously with the “mutes.”  The majority of 
mutes on cover are known in only one to three examples.   
 

Highlights: Frame 1, page 2: Two commercial covers from Warsaw to St. Petersburg, the 
top one with the latest recorded standard dispatch mark - 30 July 1914 and the bottom 
with an arrival of 5 August.  These demonstrate that the “mutes” began in early August 
1914.  1/5: The only recorded example of a “mute” from Likhoslavl’ Station.  1/15: Ex-
tremely rare “Used Abroad” mutes from Tarnopol’.  2/4: A Grodno Postal Railroad Sec-
tion postmark used as a mute at Rezhitsa in 1917 (the Grodno P.O. having been evacu-
ated to Rezhitsa in 1915).   

Frames 85-94  

Frames 95-100  
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for the first time. 

Highlights: Frame 1, page 4: A postcard from Urga to Stockholm, a scarce destination for 
this time.  2/4-5: Two types of vertical registration marks.  3/1: Interim cover of 1924. 
Mongolia was in charge of the postal system at this time, but had not yet issued any 
stamps.  3/6: One-cent stamp with “2” overprinted (unreported error) and a 5¢ perf. 11 
stamp (rare).  3/16: Fewer than 10 of the large stamp - the highest denomination stamp 
issued by Mongolia - still exist.  5/6-7: 4th Definitive Issue stamps - mint imperforate pairs 
and a used pair, imperforate between.  5/9-10: First recorded airmail cover between the 
USSR and Mongolia, 16 April 1929.  Records indicate there were only three covers on that 
flight.  6/12: High values of the 1932 pictorial issue revalued for lower prices - a very rare 
set. 

The “3-Star” Coat of Arms Issues of Latvia: 1921-1933 (Dzintars Grin-
felds - youth exhibit) 

This is a study of Latvia’s initial three definitive issues produced at 
the  State Printing Works in Riga, the first of them denominated in 
the old kopecks and rubles, the last two in santimi and lats as an 
expression of Latvia’s independence.  The three issues display not 
only a difference in currency but in their watermarks, colors and 
changing denomination sets. 

Highlights: “COLONIAS” specimens sent to the Portuguese Colonies; 
a post office money transfer done via telegraph; postage due mail to Italy and Australia; 
paquebot mail; a returned-to-sender parcel receipt; mail to Algeria, South West Africa, 
Samoa, Aden, Northern Rhodesia and China. 

Frames 101-105  

World War I. Prisoners-of-War in Russia - Postal Stationery (Rein 
Vasara) 

During World War I, POWs were entitled to free mail both to and 
from captivity by the terms of the 1864 Geneva Convention. Making 
POW correspondence practical in Russia became urgent as soon as 
Russia had declared war and took the initiative against Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, capturing enemy combatants or deserters.  Mail to 
and from these men grew to become a flood which resulted in a 
welter of formular POW stationery and whatever else the POWs 

could find.  Based on Miron Lam’s work by in Rossica Journal No. 150 (2008) on classifi-
cation of POW cards, this exhibit displays in their context various POW correspondence 
formulars and card adaptations by which designated POW mail was standardized.  It in-
cludes first cards; adapted cards; imperial formulars; photos, private, and disqualified 
pieces; the Moscow and Petrograd issues; formulars issued by the POW camps; Red-Cross 
and other agencies’ cards, and letters, money and parcels sent via the Red Cross. 

Frames 106-113  

 Military Censorship in Imperial Russia, 1904-1917                 
(David M. Skipton). 
 

This exhibit tells the story of how Russia took its first stumbling, 
inefficient steps in  military censorship during the Russo-Japanese 
War, then nine years later put together the largest such operation in 
its history during WWI.  Not only did it have to contend with the 
usual correspondence between its huge armed forces and the rear 

Frames 114-123  
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Keeping the Faith: Vignettes of the Old Russian Diaspora (Nikolai 
Sorokin) 

 

The Russian Revolution of 1917 led to a bloody Civil War between 
the Red (Communist) and White (anti-Communist) forces.  Eventu-
ally the White Army and many of its sympathizers were forced out of 
Russia; they settled abroad, mostly in Europe and China.  After 
World War II a second wave of Russians, captives of Germany who 
decided to stay in the West, boosted the ranks of the Russian Dias-

Latvian Traveling Post Offices: Rates, Routes and Cancellations
(Vesma Grinfelds) 
 

Presenting a comprehensive look at the highly-developed and effi-
cient railway system that operated in Latvia from 1860 to 1940 under 
three governments (Russian, Latvian and German), “Latvian TPOs” 
is noteworthy for the fact that it shows cancels from every possible 
route save only one for which no cancellers were ever issued.  In 

addition, the exhibit contains discoveries of previously unrecorded routes. 
 

Highlights: A cover from Italy to Riga with three TPO cancels; a provisional TPO cancel 
(one of two known); forerunner circular cancels; early and late unrecorded usages; mail 
with TPO and rare TPO postage due markings; mail returned to sender; forwarded mail 
with cancellations that existed for only one year, and mail manifests with TPO cancels. 

areas, commercial and foreign mail, it was forced to deal with vast amounts of correspon-
dence to and from the Austro-Hungarian and German POWs it held.  The exhibit ends 
with a geographic tour of military censor marks from one end of the Empire to the 
other. 
 

Highlights: There are numerous rare censor marks.  Most of the items in the Army-unit, 
naval and geographic-tour sections in frames 6-10, for instance, were chosen for their 
scarcity or rarity.  Frame 1 / page 5: Only recorded example of this censor mark from the 
Russo-Japanese War; 2/3: The only recorded example of a female censor from WWI.   
7/10: Mail to Sevastopol’ from Gibraltar, where the battleship “Chesma,” a vessel that had 
been sunk, raised, served in two navies and resold to its original owner by the country 
that sank her, was now on its way from Japan to the Russians’ Arctic Flotilla; 7/16: Cen-
sored submarine mail; 10/14: A “censored-to-order” tissue sheet signed by a military cen-
sor at Manchuriya. 

Frames 126-133 

Russian Revolutionary Overprints (George V. Shalimoff) 

This exhibit consists of overprinted stamps of a dubious nature, never 
actually authorized by the Russian postal administration.  Believed to 
have been created by private speculators, namely stamp dealers, they 
nevertheless played a role in the postal history of the turbulent times 
following the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II and the October Revolu-
tion.  The declarations of the abdication were printed on blocks of 
stamps and, in some cases, favor canceled on cover.  With the Phry-

gian Hat issue, several different types of overprints have been identified, though researchers 
differ on what was the original issue and what are copies, all however obviously produced 
for collectors. 

Frames 124-125  

Frames 134-140  
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pora.  Culture, language, the Russian Orthodox Christian religion and their desire to rid 
Russia of Communism and return home victorious united both groups. For approxi-
mately seventy years the Russian émigrés resisted assimilation in their countries of resi-
dence and formed their own charitable, religious, political, social, and youth societies and 
organizations.  Some of the organizations produced vignettes that are the subject of this 
exhibit. 
 

Highlights include rare early vignettes of the Mladorossy movement, labels of the Fascist 
Anti-Communist Struggle Fund in Harbin, China, the secretive Brotherhood of Russian 
Truth, and a set of Russia Salvation Fund labels from Europe.  There is a complete set of 
four charity label sheets printed in France soon after World War II, and a large selection 
of stamps and labels of Russian scouts abroad starting in 1929, many of them quite rare.  
Proofs and multiples of Free Russia propaganda stamps issued in New York are shown, 
as well as anti-Communist vignettes produced in the United States and Germany.  The 
exhibit bears witness to the years of Old Russian Diaspora life in Europe, Asia and North 
and South America. 

Armenian Revenues - Their Use on Receipts 1918-1926           
(Dr. Ray Ceresa) 
The display of this rarely-seen subject is limited to small receipted 
bills and accounts, due to the very large size of most Armenian 
documents.  It begins with the Imperial Russian revenue stamps of 
the 1888 issue canceled by the Yerivan Control Office’s perfin and 
proceeds through the unissued Paris printing of postage stamps used 
for revenue purposes with the Arms of Armenia, the inflationary 
period, when the stamps were re-issued with manuscript or hand-

stamped revaluations, and the new revenue stamps based on the gold standard.  Soviet 
War Invalid stamps were also used as revenues on these documents.  
 

Highlights: Although any of the 1875- to 1887-issue Imperial Russian revenue issues could 
in theory have been used on these documents, only those up to 20 kopecks have been 
recorded, and very few of them have survived.  A strong selection is shown here.  Of great 
interest also are the Soviet War Invalid issues revalued in gold kopecks with overprints. 

Frames 141-144 

The Air Post Issues of Lithuania: A Traditional Study  
(Vesma Grinfelds) 
The largest and most comprehensive exhibit of this material being 
shown on a global scale today, “Airpost Issues of Lithuania” displays 
all of the air post stamps issued by that country between 1921 and 
1936.  The subject is especially difficult in that of the 14 airmail sets, 
only about 2/3 were printed in quantities over 60,000, the rates 
were confusing and ill-defined even for the postal clerks, and 
Lithuania’s Postal Administration kept very few records. 

 

Highlights: The exhibit contains several unique items: original drawings for the Vytautis, 
Swallow and Darius & Girenas Flight Issues; U.P.U. Madagascar specimens of the 1922 
issues; an inverted overprint of the New Currency Issue used on cover; a 20 cent. un-
watermarked yellow stamp (200 thought to have been printed); a horizontal pair of the 
Overprinted New Currency Issue, one with the “cent” missing (one of the rarest errors of 
Lithuanian air post issues), imperforate blocks of four from the Darius-Girenas Transat-
lantic Flight Overprinted Issue (24 of each stamp printed); 60 cent. 6-cent. Darius-
Girenas Overprinted Issue stamps used on flight cover (surmised that fewer than 10 were 

Frames 145-152  
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On the Roads of Russia (Anatoly Osatinski) 
 

The thematic “Roads of Russia” exhibit examines the evolution of 
land transportation and travel in Russia, including the roads them-
selves and the men, horses, mail and vehicles that traveled over 
them, government organizations dedicated to their construction, 
supervision and maintenance, the industries that produced cars, 
trucks, tractors, military vehicles and more, and the roads used in 
wartime. 

 

Highlights: Frame 1 / page 4: Letter sent from Lubeck ("capital" of the Hanseatic League) 
to Narva (Russian Kurland) in 1656; 1/5: Letter sent from Chernigov to Moscow in 1706 
during the Northern War (between Russia and Sweden) and addressed to a Captain of 

Frames 169-174  

known), blocks of four with the Memorial Darius-Girenas Overprint in green (only four 
such blocks are known to still exist). 

Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic, November 1917 - June 
1923 (Ray Pietruszka) 
The traditional “RSFSR” exhibit addresses one of the most difficult 
periods in post-tsarist history for philatelists, a span of less than six 
years that saw utter chaos in the postal system due to a civil war, 
areas lost to foreign occupation and then regained, free post, infla-
tion, hyper-inflation, currency reforms and 18 changes in postal 
rates. 
 

Highlights: Frame 1 / pages 3 & 5: Large used multiples of the 
Sword and Chain issue, 1/10: Redesign of the 15-kop. Tsarist stamp; 1/12: Redesign of the 3 
1/2R and 7R stamps; 1/16: First Definitive issue usage; 3/14: Volga Famine Relief issue 
printing with the Second Definitive issue;  5/6: Rostov-on-Don printing error; 4/10-13: Study 
of the 7500R/250R surcharge printing plates; 5/8 & 9: Study of the 100000R/250R sur-
charge printing plates; 5/10: Philately for the Children on cover - valid for only one day; 
6/3: Usage of the imperforate 10R of the 1923 Soldiers and Workers; 6/16: Philately Contri-
bution to Labor on cover (valid for only one day).  Essays and/or proofs of seven issues are 
found at 2/1 & 7:, 5/1 & 13, 6/5, 10 & 16. 

Frames 153-158  

Ostarbeiter Mail in WW2, History and Postal Regulations  (George 
G. Werbizky) 

 

In all German-occupied countries except in portions of the Soviet 
Union, the civilian population was allowed to use telephone, tele-
graph and postal services.  Thus, Ostarbeiters - men, women and 
teenagers forcibly recruited and sent to work as slave labor in the 
Third Reich - were left without any means of communications.  In 
order to appear humane, the Nazis allowed them limited correspon-

dence as a reward for good behavior - the Ostarbeiters could send (and receive) two reply 
paid post cards per month.  This postal history exhibit was the basis for the book 
“Ostarbeiters.  The History of Russians Forcibly Taken To Work in Germany during 
World War II.” 
 

Highlights: Frame 1 / page 2: The earliest known message home; 3/2: The personal docu-
ment of a 16-year-old Ostarbeiter showing PO cancels verifying the issue of allowed post 
cards; 7/9: An Ostarbeiter card mailed from one concentration camp to another; 10/9: 
Ostarbeiter cards used by a German soldier serving in a Volkssturm unit. 

Frames 159-168  
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The Small Heads of the First Definitive Set of the USSR 1923-1927 
(Richard Weinberg) 
 

After years of inflation following the October Revolution, the newly 
formed government - the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics - in 
late 1923 placed its monetary system on a gold standard.  As a part 
of this a new series of definitive stamps was issued.  The exhibit 
follows this set as it develops over a five-year period.  The first nine 
issues of the set are collectively known as the “small heads.”  Essays, 
proofs and specimens, along with issued mint and used stamps are 

interwoven into a fabric that shows how this series evolved.  Throughout this exhibit, cov-
ers (both commercial and philatelic) illustrate the postal usage of this series and give a 
glimpse of some objectives of the new emerging government. 
 

Highlights: Frame 2: Cover from Chelyabinsk to Yekaterinburg with RSFSR and USSR 
franking; a mint pair and block of four of the 50-kopeck from the second issue. Frame 3:  
A mint single of the 15-kopeck third issue perforated 14 1/4 : 14 3/4; a mint block of four 
of the 15-kopeck third issue perforated 14 1/4 : 14 3/4, one of two known. Frame 4: A 
cover from Chechersk to Atlantic City, NJ with a 15-kopeck third issue perforated 14 1/4 : 
14 3/4. Frame 5: Three essays from the fifth printing in values of 60-, 80- and 90-
kopeck, which may be unique. Frames 7-8: A group of eighth-issue covers contemporane-
ously used from Moscow to Paris, France.  Although they are philatelic in nature, any-
thing postally used from this issue is scarce. 

Frames 175-182  

Soviet Occupation of Poland – 1939-1941 (Chris Kulpinski) 
 

The secret Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of June 1939 gave a green 
light to the dismemberment of Poland in September 1939.  The 
Soviets invaded and occupied the eastern part of Poland, remaining 
there for 21 months until forced to retreat by Hitler’s attack in June 
1941.  The 1939 invasion resulted in confusion, chaos and the cessa-
tion of government operations, including those of the banks and 
post offices.  This exhibit focuses on that short period and small 
geographic area, documenting the changes from a Polish postal 

system into one controlled by the Soviets.  It is also the only major study of this area of 
Polish philately in the U.S. and Poland, requiring an extensive period of time to assem-
ble.  The exhibit served as the basis for the 2008 monograph “Soviet Occupation of Po-
land - 1939/41.”   
 

Highlight: Among many of the unique pieces shown, the most interesting and unusual is 
found at Frame 1 / 12. It is a card written 3 days after the Russian occupation of Lwow 
from Jaroslaw in German-occupied Poland.  In the message the writer states that he has 
safely crossed the new border.  The card was hand-carried back to Lwow, where it was 
placed in the mail box at the railroad station. 

Frames 183-187  

Artillery in Peter the Great’s army; 1/6: Letter sent from Abo (Finland) to Pernau 
(Kurland) via St. Petersburg in May 1766.  One of the  earliest known usages of the first 
Russian postmark; 1/8: Letter sent from Moscow to Pernau (Kurland) in May 1793.  Early 
usage of the first Moscow postmark; 1/9: Letter sent from Stockholm (Sweden) to Pernau 
(Kurland) via St. Petersburg and Riga in May 1774.  One of the earliest known usages of 
the first Riga postmark; 4/7: Telegram to the Zemstvo Union Automobile Units Depart-
ment regarding the drafting of drivers into the Russian Army, sent in June 1917 with 
different marks and comments; 6/9: Two field post letters to automobile units of the Red 
Army on active duty during the Winter War with Finland in 1939-40. 
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Carpatho-Ukraine 1944-1945 (Jay T. Carrigan) 
 

This traditional exhibit covers the many provisional issues of the 
short-lived Carpatho-Ukraine from late 1944 to the end of 1945 as 
listed in the Michel Europa catalog under Karpaten-Ukraine.  It 
served as much of the basis for the “Handbook of Carpatho-Ukraine 
Philately,” published in 2005.  Since this is not a popular collecting 
area, a stamp with an issue of 500 copies is considered common.  
The rarities in this area are the stamps of which 20 or fewer copies 
exist.  This exhibit contains over 90 examples of these, including 

two stamps where all of two copies are known and five others with only three copies 
known.  All of the overprinted stamps have been expertized, as have many of the other 
items.  
 

Highlights: Frame 2 / page 4: Only three copies known; 2/16: Only two copies of this 
stamp are known; 3/7: One of two known; 3/9: Only three copies are known. 

Frames 188-194  

Stalin on stamps, covers, postcards: Philately at the service of dicta-
torship (Alexander Kolchinsky) 
 
A thematic exhibit with a lot of historical research to back it up, 
“Stalin” shows how the dictator’s portrayal on the stamps, covers, 
FDCs, postcards and patriotic covers of the Soviet Union and other 
countries changed according to ideology and the politics of the mo-
ment.  Almost all of the Stalin-related stamps issued around the 
world are shown here. 

 

Highlights: Frame 1: Stalin on an early, postally-used Soviet postcard (1926); Registered 
covers addressed to Stalin (1936-1937).  Frame 2: Stalin stamps on a rare Albania cover 
(1950). Frame 4: Study of the Stalinallee definitive (GDR, 1953-1961). Frame 5: Anti-
Stalin Catholic cinderella (1940); German postcard with Stalin caricature issued for occu-
pied territories. Frame 6: Registered postcard with the Victory triumvirate from the Tel 
Aviv exhibit (1945); Collection of Stalin-related US cachets. 

Frames 195-200  

From Russia with love: Foreign visitors send home picture post-
cards, 1896-1947 (Alexander Kolchinsky) 
 
Although this is a picture postcard exhibit, it incorporates a consider
-able amount of social philately and postal history.  It traces the 
history of PPC use in Russia from its very beginnings up to shortly 
after WWII, the people who sent them and the various reasons for 
which the cards were sent.  It specifically excludes exchange-club 
correspondence, as well as cards with messages in Russian and Es-
peranto.  

Highlights: Frame 1: Postcard from Novorossiisk to Egypt franked with Egyptian postage 
due stamps only (1901). Frame 3: Postcard from Delizhan to Turkey delivered by ROPiT 
(1907). Frame 5: Postcard from Moscow to Tuscola, Illinois with both sender and recipi-
ent identified (1912). Frame 6: Postcard sent by an American consul from N. Novgorod 
(1916). Frame 7: Postcard sent from Moscow to Germany during the inflation period 
(1923); Postcard delivered to Cleveland by domestic USPS service franked with a Soviet 
stamp only (1923). Frame 8: Diplomatic mail from British Embassy (1944); Diplomatic 
mail from American Embassy (1948).  

Frames 201-208  
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CATALOG 
of Rossica’s Vignettes, 1938-2009 

RV#1.   
Number printed: Unknown.                           
First day of issue: 10 April 1938.   
Exists in mini-sheets of 10.                  
Very rare on cover. 

RV#2a (perforated 12.75), RV#2b 
(imperforate), on watermarked paper. 
Number printed: Unknown.                        
Artist: A.M. Rosselevich.                              
First day of issue: 24 November 1957.               
Exists in sheets of 49, with four language va-
rieties: English, Russian, German and 
French.  Some are watermarked.  Very rare 
on cover or piece. 

RV#2c (imperforate souvenir sheet on 
unwatermarked paper). 
Artist: A.M. Rosselevich         
Number printed: Unknown.         
Very rare on cover. 
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— Rossica’s Vignettes, 1938-2009 — 

RVx - unissued proof, imperforate.         
Exists in black and green.                     
Artist: Rostislav Polchaninoff.                
Date: 1959. 
These were intended to celebrate Ros-
sica’s 30th anniversary, but the “1924” 
was an error (the Society was founded 
in 1929) so it was never issued.  A 
number of them were passed on to 
friends as souvenirs. 

RV#3 - souvenir sheet, 
imperforate on unwater-
marked paper.     
Number printed: Unknown, 
at least 800.  (They are 
sequentially numbered on 
the reverse.)       
Artist: Claude Lysloff.               
First day of issue: 19 Nov. 
1976.   
Rare on cover. 
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— Rossica’s Vignettes, 1938-2009 — 

RV#5a-5b (English & Rus-
sian), line-perforated 11.5 on 
unwatermarked paper.               
Number printed: 1,250.              
Artist: Catherine Nickle.            
First day of issue: 26 June 
2009. 
Sergey Vasil’evich Prigara 
(1882-1950)                             
Сергей Васильевич Пригара  

RV#4a-4b (English & Russian), 
line-perforated 11.5 on unwater-
marked paper. 
Number printed: 1,250.                  
Artist: Catherine Nickle.                   
First day of issue: 29 August 2008. 
 
Gregory Salisbury (1910-1968).    
Григорий Бондаренко-
Салисбури. 

RV#4a-4b (English & Russian), 
line-perforated 11.5 on unwater-
marked paper.                            
Number printed: 2,550.                
Artist: Catherine Nickle.               
First day of issue: 16 November 
2007. 
 
Eugene Arkhangelsky (1882-
1956). Евгений Михайлович 
Архангельский. 
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— About the S.V. Prigara Vignette — 
The Prigara vignette is the third in the Rossica 
Society’s series honoring those who did so much 
to promote Russian philately in general and 
Rossica in particular up to 1968.  The first, un-
veiled at the Pan-Slavic show (CHICAGOPEX 
2007), commemorated the 125th birthday of the 
Society’s founder, Yevgeniy Mikhaylovich Ark-
hangel’sky. Our second vignette made its debut 
at Rossica’s Annual General Meeting at 
BALPEX 2008, featuring the Society’s tireless 
Editor and President in the 1950s and ‘60s, 
Grigoriy Bondarenko-Salisbury (Greg Salisbury), 
who was the driving force behind Rossica’s reju-
venation and glory days in its U.S. incarnation.  
S.V. Prigara was chosen as the commemorative 
honoree for this event because he was the major 
organizer of the 1938 Rossika show at the 
YMCA in New York, one of the exhibitors there, probably the designer and 
publisher of the 1938 vignette, and the sparkplug of the New York Chapter of 
Rossika, the group that would play a critical role in the rejuvenation of Rossica 
in 1952. 

The 1938 one-day event was remarkable in many ways.  The Society was only 
nine years old, none of the Russian immigrants who participated in it were par-

ticularly wealthy, and they comprised 
only a relatively small chapter in the far-
flung society.  Little Latvia, Estonia and 
Yugoslavia all had more Rossika mem-
bers, but it was these individuals, led by 
Prigara, who were the first to put on a 
solo Society show and the first to issue a 
Society vignette. (See next page.) At 59 9
-page frames, it was a tremendous effort 
for a group comprising no more than 30 
members. 
Prigara was a member for only about 
five years, yet he was the one whom 
Eugene Arkhangelsky tapped to lead all 
of Rossika in the Western Hemisphere.  
His 1941 handbook “The Russian Post 
in the Empire, Turkey, China and the 
Post in the Kingdom of Poland” became 
the cornerstone of Imperial-period Rus-
sian philately in the West. 
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Photos taken at the 1938 Rossika Exhibition in New York. 



- 39 - 

Bill Nickle Collection. 

Catherine Nickle, the 
artist for the three 

modern-day vignettes. 

The final artwork for 
the Prigara vignette.      
(Rossica Archives.) 





The CCSG is the only international 
philatelic organization that specializes 
in civil censorship.  Dues are US$20 per 
year.  We publish four Bulletins per 
year,  each with an auction of censor 
material.  Extensive publication pro-
gram for censor material (see applica-
tion).  Experts to answer all questions.  
Periodic CCSG conventions.  For more 
information contact Charles Lablonde 
at  CLablonde@aol.com. 

You are cordially invited to join the Civil 
Censorship Study Group! 

Join the fast-growing Postal 
Stationery Enthusiasts’ Club 

(Клуб любителей 
цельных вещей) and sub-
scribe to the award-winning 

“Postal Stationery and Postal 
History Almanac,” (in Rus-
sian) now in its 7th issue! 

For information please con-
tact: 

A.S. Ilyushin (editor) 

103851, Moscow, GSP-3,          
ul. Tverskaya, d. 12, str. 2 

Telephone: 209-34-52 or 209
-41-90 

E-mail: sol-
s146i@phys.msu.ru 





Interested in the Dis-
infection of  mail?   
Or the quarantining 
of  ships or the mari-
time lazarets - or the 
Ship’s Bill of  Health 
which could have 
kept you out of  
them?   
 

You should join the Disinfected Mail Study Circle.  Only $23 
for 100+ pages of  original research in the acclaimed journal 
Pratique, worldwide but with a considerable Russian content, and 
access to relevant back-numbers at a nominal price, plus two or 
three auctions a year of  members’ material.             
                                       
Contact V. Denis Vandervelde, 25 Sinclair Grove, London NW11 
9JH, U.K. or at vdvpratique@aol.com 









OLEG ZHEVEGA 
 

I buy and sell Russian covers up to 1917, 
USSR to 1950, Ukraine from 1917 to 1920, 
plus mail from the Russo-Japanese War, 
WWI, Russian Civil War, censorship, 
steamship and railroad mail, revenues and 
vignettes, Judaica and much more. 
 
My mail address: Ukraine, Kiev-03040, P.O. Box 61, 
Zhevega Oleg Aleksandrovich. 
 
E-mail: lenol@voliacable.com , zhevega@i.com.ua  
Telephone: 38 -044- 547-60-78 or 38-067-723-80-16.   
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— Dealers at Rossicapex 2009 — 
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— Rossicapex 2009 Floor Plan — 





 
THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION, 

INC. 
 

WELCOMES 
 

ROSSICAPEX 2009 
 

With over 200 frames of Russian and related material this is the 
largest such exhibition ever held in the United States and the 

ASDA is honored to sponsor such an event. 
 

The American Stamp Dealers Association, Inc. has been serving 
philately since 1914.  Its members hold the principles of  

INTEGRITY-HONESTY-RELIABILITY  
in high regard. 

 
 

We are the Hobby Builders and are Dedicated to this purpose. 
 

We are proud to have worked with the Rossica Society of  
Russian Philately in presenting this exhibition to all collectors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSSICAPEX 2009 EXHIBITION 
  Rossicapex 2009 

Santa Clara Convention Center, Santa Clara, California 
26—28 June 2009 


